What is Action Research?
Action research is a specific type of study that involves active participation of protected populations. According to the Common Rule, action research can be exempt or expedited if there is minimal risk to participants and all power differentials have been accounted for. Permission from an administrative representative of the institution is required along with a Parental Notification letter and adherence to all Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) policies.  
Examples:
An example of action research is a teacher studying the effect of an instructional strategy on their K-12 or minor-aged students.
An example of accounting for power differentials is a statement in the consent/notification form that a student’s grades will not be impacted regardless of whether or not they participate in the study. 
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